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LAUNCH OF FAL AVIATION UK STRENGTHENS LYDD AIRPORT.

Exciting plans to turn Lydd Airport, in Kent, into one of the most modern airports in the UK have come a step closer with the launch of FAL Aviation UK.

Dignitaries, politicians and business leaders were among those who gathered at the airport last Friday (July 29) for a Champagne reception to herald FAL Aviation's arrival. The company will provide handling services - including state-of-the-art ground equipment, fuel, landing and parking services, as well as exclusive use of a new VIP lounge - for corporate, business and private aviation clients who own or charter small jets. 

Guests at the launch, who included the Mayor of Le Touquet, France, Monsieur Leonce Deprez, enjoyed Champagne and canapés before being offered a tour of the new facilities. They were then invited outside the terminal to watch Air Marshal Clifford Spink, chairman of Lydd Airport, perform a stunning series of aerobatic manoeuvres in a World War II Corsair aircraft.

Zaher Deir, managing director at Lydd Airport, said the opening of FAL Aviation was an important landmark in the development of the airport and marked the completion of £400,000 of work to upgrade the existing terminal.

An additional £2 million has been spent refurbishing the main maintenance hangar, creating and refurbishing the VIP terminal, as well as new departure and arrival facilities for commercial traffic, establishing offices for Immigration, Customs and other authorities, and buying ground equipment to enhance the handling of incoming and outgoing traffic.

Plans are well under way to develop Lydd, which has rebranded itself as London Ashford Airport, as a modern regional airport capable of handling up to two million passengers a year by 2014.

More than £7 million has already been spent on resurfacing and strengthening the runway, upgrading instrument landing systems, improving the fire and emergency services capability and creating an aircraft parking apron covering a 13 acre site.

Further work will involve designing and building a new terminal building and an extended runway, subject to planning permission. The airport owners have also unveiled detailed proposals to build a luxury 75-bedroom hotel on the adjoining golf course.

To find out more about FAL Aviation UK, e-mail Info@FALAviation.com

