KWT/2 OPENING STATEMENT


Opening statement
Kent Wildlife Trust

Re: London Ashford Airport, Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent

1. Kent Wildlife Trust’s case will focus on the recognised importance of Dungeness for biodiversity, and, in particular, the large number of nationally threatened vascular plant and invertebrate species which occur there.

2. The Trust will demonstrate that the proposals have the potential to impact negatively, both directly and indirectly, upon many species which are recognised as being at risk of extinction in the UK. Further, we will show that the broad measures, against which impacts upon habitats or upon designated sites are judged, cannot be used as a basis for assessing impacts upon individual species of concern.

3. We will show that the full impact of the proposals has not been properly assessed, as a result of the inadequacy of the ecological work carried out in support of the applications, and that this will also undermine the effectiveness of any proposals for ecological mitigation, compensation or enhancement.
4. Finally, we will show that the current proposals and their potential impacts must be viewed in the context of historical habitat loss and species declines, and the continued declines, both nationally and at Dungeness, in the populations of a number of species of concern; and that the placing of these species under increased pressure runs contrary to policy for the long-term conservation of wildlife.
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