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Dear Mr Painc

Development of Lydd Airport
Dungeness SSSI, SPA and SAC

in lo meet me 1o discuss the rumvay devel
therenews) of planning permission {or the

Thank you for coming pmenl, and for informing me that your
Tunway will be Wir Howard Couitley,

consultant dealing with
Since my Jast letier, of 28 January 1997, we have received new ghidance ns (o haw 10 upproach the reviey

of planning permissions which affect SPAs and SACs, and | passed these (o you at ourmeeting. 1wonld
be grateful il yon could make {hese available 10 Mr Courtley, pod ask hinj (o allow sufficient time o

complete this work.

expect this work to be done

develapment does not affe the international
would expect Shepway District Council to revoke planning permission it damage
ol is of overriding public ineres;

properly, and mecasures
importance of the site. We
is likely to oceur, uniess the proje

The issues which arc of concern are as follows:

dth of the safely slrip adjacen! Lo the ramvay, and the implicalions for
cs. We would want to be assured thal these will nol be affecied jf e
pect this 1o be parl of a condition of the developmen)

L. We nre worried aboul the wi
the ponds and shingle ridg
development poes ahead, and ex

the Nature Conservancy Council submitied cvidence regarding the
component of the shinge vegelalion, and

2, Al the public inquiry in 1988
ition from uireraft to be re-addressed, and

effects of air pollutants on lichens, whieh are an important
therefore the SAC interest. We want the issue of nir poth
the likely impauts on lichens predicled.

sturbance on birds are concerned we have diseussed this issue ywith the RSPB. We

As far as the impacts of dig ¢ ,
are nol aware of any further cvidence regarding the impac! of airerafl on birds, and we will therefore

prabably not object on these grounds.

Yyour predecessor objected 1o he designation of the SPA, Tliis js the one objection that
solved al Dungeness, and il js holding up the designation of the SPA, Given that there

are no abjections on bird grounds to the development, T would Jike 1o ask whether your company still wish

Lo object to the designation of the SPA. A rapid response on this issue wonld be helplul, a5 the Department

ol the Enviromment arc keen 1o proceed with the designation of this sije,

You will reeal) that
has not yet been re

Yours sincerely,

B Bl

Brian Banks
s CCONSERVAtion Officer

x
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13 December 2000

Dear Robin

latiach the information | promised 1o supply you wilh al our lalk the other day. ) have Iried 1o Keep
as [ree of jargon as | can but we al| speal: in specialiser languages and no doubl some has crepi in,
Please feel free to contact me 3 yourequire any further delails or clarifica tion.

Thanl: you for your time last month - | felt that was » useful and open diseussion,

We will submil aur fuli planning application 1o Shepway District Council probably carly in the New
Year.

Youws sincerely

/7 . :
S |

Sin]lyjugﬁm i ‘
_Dutigeness aiea Manager
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Background bird use information regarding proposal Lo create ca 26
hectares of wet reedbed al Dungeness RSPB Reserve

L0 Executive Summary

* The RSPI is proposing management work fo create 1 26ha reedbed on i reserve at

Dungeness. .
¢ The 26ha arca in question has heen managed lor waterfowl (duck:, geese and swans) by

the RSPB as part of its reserve since 1993, ’
©  Asa resull of lurning this area into a reedbed the
the arca will be replaced by a smaller number of rare reedbed birds.
This paper looks al the current use of the area in queslion by birds and the changes in the
bird populations thal wilf ocour as a resull of the proposed plan. This is placed in the
context of the surrounding reserve area and in the wider contexl of Rommey Marsh,

larger numbet.; of common birds using

2.0 Introduction

The RSP i= proposing to creale a 26ha reedbed on ils reserve at Dungeness which provide
habital for a number of rare bird species. The land in guestion is currently made up of two
open, largely unvegelated gravel pits and surround ing open rough grassland which are used
by large numbers of birds of low conservation priovity. ‘The plan will create in place of this,
one farge arca of reedbed with small hidden areas of apen waler.

The aim of this paper i Lo examine past and current bird use of (he area in question to

support the RSPE vievr thal ‘

o the ereation of a reedbed will lead W fewer birds using the specific ares and probably less
birds using toe reserve as a vohole

o ihat the bird use of this area is small in (he context of the wider area

e that the birds using the reedbed are less of a potential threal to aircrafl

2.0t The habitats

3.1 Gravel pits and grassland

“This open arca is currently atlractive to swans, lapwings and especially fo geese and wigeon
hecause of this mix of grassland and open waler. The area ol open water is large and
visibility i good maling the birds feel secure. The grassland areas around Lhe open watcr
have brer managed for wateriow! sine the TSPT acquired this Jand in 1993, In aulamn the
avabl areas nearby nol owned by the RSP left as stubble inerease the attaction of this arva
tor wildlovel. The species using thiz area currently are widespread and common and are nol
a corservalion priority. All these specios can b found in large numbers across Romney

Marsh,
3.2 Reedbed

Reedbed is a scarce habitat in the UK and supports a smal! range of bird species most of
whiclt live their entire lives in the reedbed. Many of these species are rare in the UK and
severalare already present on the RSPB reserve al Dungeness. The species in question are
the bittern, marsh harrier, beardec it, Celti's warbler and garganey.

The birds using this area will change as a result of this proposed habital manipulation irom
moderately large numbers of wild fow! {ducks, geese and swans), to much smallcr numbers
ol these more specialist rare reedbed birds ueing the arca throughout the year,



4.0 Bird data

Allbirds using the RSPB reserve are counled iwiee tach month using standard mothneds.

‘T'he reserve is subdivided into compariments. ‘The counts are stored on a dalabase. In
addition, background information on birds using he wider area is collected. AN bird counts
used bejow resull from this process. Counts from the Jast {ive years have been used (1993 /96

i 1499,/00).
4.1 Curreni bird use uf ihe ares

T'able 1; Peak Monthly Count of birds using the proposed reedhed arey (nole thal ot af}
L hese peak counls will accur in Hhe sanre month, "' bollom “Tolal” figure is the highes! cosnl in
anty month of the year and may inelude one or more of e connts abowe i)

95/96  96/97  97/9%  ug/oy 94/00

Mute swan 25 12 11 6 10
Coose speties 40 33y a3 370 390
Wigeon 2550 s000 2562 1300 695
Other duck species 45 21 52 71 hy
Lapwings 750 600 3500 350 500
3724 5082 4187 2077 872

Tolal including above

The above species will be affected by the change in this habital in the T ollowing ways

4.1.3 Mule swans

A'maximum of 25 muie swans usc this area. Swans will breed in the reedbed especia Iy in
the carly years whilsl there are areas of open waler available and will conlinue o do so-as
the reedbed grows and cloges up. Numbers will remain al aboul the same Jevel or lower,

4.1.2 Geese species

‘The peak numbers of geese (reylag and Canada) accur in Jate summer when they are
moulling and are morc or less {lightless. Because of this they require open areas of waler
wilh good visibility for security, nex (o grassland which {hey can walk out onlo to feed,
The current hablial is ideal. Their numbers will decline sharply as a resull of reedbed
ereation. No other areas on the reserve are suilable for them at this time of year and we
anticipate a decline in numbers across the reserve as a result of this work.

4.1.3 Wigeon

As can be seen from the table this area has become less important o wigeon in recenl years
This is a result of more habitat being created for them elsewhére on the RSPB reserve and

elsewhere on Romney Marsh by other lancowners. Again, this is species of prassland anc
open water and peak numbers oceur belween Decemier and Jannary, Numbors will fall in
this specific arca and more than likely across the reserve as a resull of this wark - some will

relocate elsewhere on the reserve and others 1o other slles acrass Romney Marsh. i

4.1.4 Other duck species
Excluding wigeon small numbers of ducks use this area, ‘i s likely to remain more or '
less unchanged a5 a result of (e plan. I



115 Lapwing

Tnis speeies docs nol use reedbeds al all and numbers will drop to almost zero in this
specific area as a resull of conversion to reedbed.

4.2 Conclusion

Th use of the ares by the species mentionec above will drop sharply especially for the geese

and Japwings.
4.3 The wider area and other species

Al the abave mentioned bird species are monitored on the reserve and across the whole of
Romney Marsh. The number of all species using the proposed reedbed area ifi refation to
the rest of the reserve and 1o Romney Marsh as a whole is examined below.

4.3.1 Mule Swans

The number of mute swans using the propased reedbed area is small (masx 25), The
maximum counted or the reserve in 1999,/2000 was 123 and between 200 and 400 are
present on Romney Marsh during the winter. “The creation of the reedbed will not affect the
numbers or movements of (his species.

4.3.2 Geose

The numbers an Romney Marsh especially around Scotney Pit on the Kent/ Bast Sussex
border now approach or indeec exceed 1000 ‘The numbers of geese using the reserve (max
390) are remarkably constant (sec table 1 above) because they are the lacally presant
breeding population which moull on the reserve in late summer(see 4.1.2 above).

Changing this area to a reedbed will reduce numbers of geese on the resorve and mayhe on
Romney Marsh. However the creation of new gravel pits will protide habitat elsewherz for
these species - This is a trend that is accurring nationally.

453 Wigeon

In hard winters in ¢z 10,000 wigeons row use Komney Marsh flying between gravel pits and
apriculiurat areas. Both the tolal numbers and the propartion of these birds using the
reserve will fall as new gravel pite and nature reserves are creatzd elsewhere on Romney

iAarsh,
.58 Other ducks

Ducks use the reserve in iwo ways. Small numbers (200 pairs) breed in spring and summer
and much larger numbers (several thousend) wse the reserve in winter. The objective of the
reserve is Lo inercase the amaunt and suitability of habitat available for breeding whilst
maintaining the habitat available for wintering. Many thousands of ducks are present on
Ramney Marsh between Seplember and April using a wide variety of areas. Only a tiny
proporlion (max 85 see Lablz 1 above) will be affecied in any way by the changes prroposed

and this number is likely {0 remain unchanged.

4.34 Lapwings

Large numbers nf lapwings use Romney Marsh - mainly the agricullural areas. Over 45,000
lapwings were presenl on the Marsh in November 1999, "The number using the reserve and
this area in particular is small (max 3500) and likely to decrease further as a result of the

raedbed.



4.2.5 Other birds

Gulls

Large nurnbers of gulls (lens of thonsands) use Romney Marsh and ils coaslline. In winter
these mostly use the agriculioral land and gravel pils. There will be no changes 1 the
numbers and movements of lhese gulls as a result of this propnsal. Few use the area al
preseni. Pew will use i by {uiw .

Starlings

Starlings usc reedbeds Lo ronst in. Roasts of up 10 700,000 birds have been recorded in thet
pasl using the already existing reedhed on the reserve although numbers in mos! years do
not exceed 40,000, These large roosts occur belween Seplember and October - much smaller
numbers are presenl the remainder of the year, Starling numbers are controlied by the
availability of food in grassland during the breeding scason rather than the availabillly of
roosting sites - a bigger reedbed does not mean more slarlings! It is likely thal this roost can
sumelimes be virlually the whole population using Romney Marsh and it is unlikely thal 41
will increase further as a resull of any managemen! work,

Adlthese species move around the arca betiveen gravel pits and agricultral areas and, in
the case of the gulls, the eoast. These movements change diurnally and seasonally. 1t s
highly unlikely thal any significani change in eilher of these movements for any of these
species will take place as a resull of changes to the relatively small arca affecled by this
project. Far greater changes resull for exam ple from largescale everyday activitics on Lhe
Marsh sueh ag the ereation or ploughing in of a large stubble field.

4.4 Reedbed birds

ea inlo a reedbed is Lo allract rare reecdbed species 1o nesl in the

‘The aim of turning this ar
and il is easy 1o predicl which birds and

arca. Reedbeds are a specialist wel sludies habilat
roughly how many will use a given area.

1tis hoped thal this reedbec! will suppari one or two pairs of both bitlern and marsh harrier,
several pairs of garganeys (s duck) Celli’s warblers and tens of pairs of waler rails an
bearded tits. Other small birds (reed warblers, sedge warblers, reed buntings) will use the
recdbed, Tew of these specics venture oulside of the recdbed ares. All keep very much in
among or just above the reeds - many are only occasionally seen. Marsh harriers range more
widely bul hunt by flying no more than a few tens of Jeel in the air.

All the above species will continue 1o be monitored by standard methods.



4.5 Conclusions

The numbers and Lype of birds currently using this area wil! change as u resuli of the
implementation of this plan.

Broaclly speating the nwmbers of large waterfowl will decline and be replaced by a smaller
numbe: of species which tend 1o stay hidden in the reedbes.

¢ Maute swans will remain constant or decreasc

v Ceese species will fall sharply in numbers

» Wigeon numbers will fali

o Other ducks will remain unchanged

s Lapwings will decline

e ‘Tne negligible numbers of gulls will remain unchanged as will the number of starlings.

» ‘The displaced lapwings, geese and wigeon will move elsewhere and the number of geese
will fall locally as a result of the recdbed creation.

= Numbers of swans and nther duck species will remain unchanged locally

s The number of reedbed inhabiting birds will increase.

Simon Busutiil December 2000,
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