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Supplementary Note to Public Inquiry

Further Information on Kent Rail Services

Introduction

This note has been produced in response to comments made in both the Cross-Examination
of Mr. Keith Sowerby by Mr Knox-Johnson and the Evidence-in-Chief of Mr. Gareth Thomas
with regards to rail services to Kent.

Kent is served by train routes operated by Eurostar and Southeastern trains. Eurostar
services operate on a high speed line (HS1) between St Pancras and mainland Europe via
the Channel Tunnel. Southeastern also operates high speed domestic services utilising H51
to stations in Kent. These services are explained below.

Reference was also made in cross-examination to proposals for a Thanet Parkway station
to serve Manston Airport and this proposal is also dealt with below.

Eurostar Services

Eurostar services operate on HS1 between London St Pancras and the Channel Tunnel.
Services currently operate to Paris and Brussels with a summer service to Avignon. From
2013, Deutsche Bahn is proposing to operate services to other destinations, including
Frankfurt and Amsterdam.

Services currently stop on the English side of the Channel at Ebbsfleet and Ashford
International stations. The current timetable shows that five weekday Paris-bound trains
stop at Ebbsfleet and three stop at Ashford International. Four Brussels-bound trains stop
at Ebbsfleet and one at Ashford International.

Highspeed Services

Southeastern operates the Highspeed service on to several destinations in Kent. Services
use HS1 between London St Pancras and Ashford International and conventional lines
elsewhere.

Highspeed provides two services per hour to Ashford International from London St Pancras
with a typical journey time of 38 minutes. Services stop at Stratford and Ebbsfleet on-
route.

The nearest rail station to Manston Airport is Ramsgate, which is served by one Highspeed
service per hour. The typical journey time from London St Pancras is 1 hour 17 minutes.

Thanet Parkway

The Manston Airport masterplan includes proposals for a new station between Minster and
Ramsgate to serve the airport, known as Thanet Parkway. It also refers to a rail link to the
airport.

Kent County Council is supportive of a Thanet Parkway station and has included the
proposal in its Local Transport Plan (LTP3) for the period 2011 to 2016. KCC made a bid to
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the Regional Growth Fund in January 2011 for £10 million towards the construction of a
Thanet Parkway station at Cliffsend west of Ramsgate. The bid was unsuccessful.

KCC has also considered the extension of Highspeed services east of Ashford on a new line,
including links to Manston Airport but is not taking these proposals forward on grounds of
cost.



