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Appendix 8. Extract from Morris, R & Parsons, M. 1993. Dungeness – a shingle beach and its invertebrates. British Wildlife, 4: 137-144.
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The distribution of Coleaphora ofitae at Dungeness. The size of
each circle represents the number of plants per 200m square.
Specialist communities
There are a great many examples of species
which probably originate as colonists from the
Continent. Perhaps the best-known is the Sussex
Emerald moth, Thalera fimbrialis, (see page 168)
which has recently been added to Schedule 5 of
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. This
moth has been the subject of further recent
studies, which have looked at its population,
distribution and ecology, and have established
that its existence in Britain is precarious. The
only known colony of Sussex Emerald moths
now exists on a very small area of Dungeness,
although the moth was formerly known from
The Crumbles in Sussex. So far, the work has
received funding from Nuclear Electric and from
English Nature’s Species Recovery Programme.

The shingle of Dungeness does support several
scarce plants, and there is a distinct invertebrate
community associated with them.

Nottingham Catchfly, Silene nutans, is host to
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Larval case of the moth Colgphora otitae on Nottingham
Catchfly, Dungeness.

the case moth Colephora otitae. The distrize
of this moth at Dungeness represents the
British population of C. otitae; it was mapp=:
recording the presence of larvae and the
teristic blotches caused by larval feed:
attractive White Spot moth, Hadena albim=
also feeds on Nottingham Catchfly anc =
other scarce species, but is more wids
tributed along the coast of Britain.

The Yellow Horned-poppy, Glaue:
vum, which grows on areas of disturb
or on more recent ridges, supports a small
Ceutorhynchus verrucatus, which i
roots. Another weevil, C. pumilio, is
with the seeds of Shepherd’s Cress,
nudicaulis.

Although rare plants support a n
scarce invertebrates, some impressive =
brate assemblages are associated with
common plants.

At Dungeness, Broom grows as an
prostrate form. The Broom fauna inc
exceptionally large race of the Dark T
moth, Dicallomera fascelina, whose |
on the foliage of Broom in the autumn
in the spring. It also includes the bugs Dz
fuliginosa, Gargara genistae and Eus
and beetles such as Micrambe villosus
with the flowers and Hyalistinus o
Dryophilus anobioides which breed
stems. The exit holes of beetles are the
ground for a whole community of sm
wasps.

Gorse, Ulex europaeus, shares a sim
to that of Broom, but also has its ow= &

b




