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SUMMARY
Statement by Sean Furey BSc (Hons) MSc C.WEM MCIWEM FRGS and Dr Geoff Meaden Ph.D.
on behalf of Protect Kent (the Kent Branch of CPRE) on Flood Risk and Sea Level Rise

1.1 Protect Kent is the Kent Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).  CPRE is a national charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England.  We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside, as well as challenging proposals that will harm it.  Founded in 1926, we have around 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county.  The Kent Branch was established in 1929.

1.2 My name is Sean Graham Furey and I am employed as the Deputy Director of the Kent Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE Protect Kent). I hold a degree in Environmental Sciences from the University of East Anglia and a Master’s Degree in Infrastructure Engineering from Cranfield University. I am a Chartered Water and Environment Manager and Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. I am responsible for campaigns on climate change and water management and co-ordinate the Kent Climate Change Forum, which comprises a number of national and local bodies including Kent Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Hadlow College, National Farmers’ Union, Canterbury Christ Church University, Defend Our Coast and others non-governmental bodies who work in Kent. The Forum has focused particularly on coastal change and flood risk on Romney Marsh and North Kent. I was previously employed by the Environment Agency in Kent in various roles between 1999 and 2007 as a hydrologist, Assistant Flood Warning Duty Officer, Project Manager for Integrated Water Management and a Sustainable Development Officer dealing with strategic planning issues in Ashford, principally flood risk.

1.3 Preventing inappropriate development in high flood risk areas is a high Government priority and a major concern amongst the public. Major floods such as in 2000/01 and 2007 highlighted the vulnerability of major infrastructure to flooding and the need to prevent the disruption of their functions. Coastal flood risk is a major threat to the airport, as demonstrated by the tragic floods of 1953 that left 307 dead in the UK (and over 1,200 dead in the Netherlands) and 32,000 people had to be evacuated. Romney Marsh was spared from that event because it was caused by a tidal surge in the North Sea that devastated eastern England and North Kent. Although flood risk management has moved on considerably, public funding is under pressure and the risks are increasing as result of climate change. Dr Meaden will present the case on the increasing risks from sea and groundwater level rise, and  storm surges in his evidence.

1.4 [removed]
1.5 [removed]

1.6 [removed]

1.7 [removed]

1.8 [removed]

1.9 Flood Zones are defined in PPS25. The Flood Zones refer to the probability of flooding from rivers, the sea and tidal sources and ignore the presence of existing defences, because these can be breached, overtopped and may not be in existence for the lifetime of the development.
1.10 [removed]

1.11  [removed]:

1.11.1 The Environment Agency online flood map shows that much of the site, including the area for the new terminal building is within the in 1-in-200 (0.5%) year undefended floodplain, and therefore cannot be categorised as being in Flood Zone 1. 
1.11.2 The Shepway Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) provides Flood Zone maps for the purpose of interpreting PPS25. The Shepway SFRA shows that the Airport is wholly within Flood Zone 3a, which means it has a high probability of flooding. This zone comprises land assessed as having a 1 in 100 (1%) or greater annual probability of river flooding or 1 in 200 (0.5%) or greater annual probability of sea flooding in any one year.  

1.12 [removed]

1.13 [removed]

1.14 [removed]

1.15 [removed]

1.16 Sea level rise is a major threat to the sustainability of Romney Marsh and will entail escalating costs for flood defence. The accelerating rate of sea level rise is likely to increase the flood risk exponentially. My proof examines the evidence in the SFRA which shows that the Airport site is currently at flood risk if there is breach of the coastal defences, and that this risk is expected to increase significantly over the likely lifetime of the development.
1.17 Evidence arising from the Pitt Review into the 2007 Flood indicates that the climate change risk from sea level rise is serious and may be have been underestimated.

1.18 [removed]

1.19 [removed]

1.20 The Airport currently benefits from publically-funded sea defences. If the Secretary of State is minded to approve this application then we would strongly recommend that the applicant is required to make a funding contribution for the on-going programme of flood risk management on Romney Marsh. While it is not mandatory for applications that don’t require a material change to on-going flood risk management activities, it is strongly encouraged by government policy.

1.21 [removed]

2  Conclusions
2.1 The Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) for this application was completed in December 2006 however a number of material considerations have appeared since then, or were not fully considered at the time:

a) [removed];

b) The FRA does not consider the impact of coastal flooding and sea level rise adequately. This will be dealt with in detail by the evidence of Dr Geoff Meaden;

c) [removed];

d) The Pitt Review into the Floods of 2007 highlighted the risk from tidal flooding and the importance of reducing the vulnerability of key infrastructure. If Secretary of State is minded to grant these applications then the applicants should be required to make financial contributions towards the flood risk management that protects their asset;

e) [removed].
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